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William Shakespeare’s “The Tempest”
infringes Human Rights.

Rajesh Anandrao Ade (Assist.Prof.in Eng.)
Shriram Kala Mahila Mahavidyalaya
Dhamangaon Rly. Dist Amravati.

“Human Rights are inscribed in the
hearts of ;they were

there long before law makers drafted
their first proclamation”

Mary Robinson

High Commissioner of UNO for Human Rights Abstract

William Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” is multi-
theme romance, It deals with infringe of Human Ri ghts
by referring the characters like
Prospero,Mirinda,Caliber and Ariel, Human Rights
means natural rights .Right to life is deprived to
Prospero Mirinda, Caliber and Ariel.

William Shakespeare is one of the
greatest dramatists in the galaxy of the world literature.
He wrote well-known tragedies, comedies, romances,
historical plays and Roman plays along with 154 sonnets.
“The Tempest” is romance which shows infringes of
human rights of Prospero, Miranda his daughter, slave
Caliber and Ariel. Human rights means a natural rights,
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 1
provides “All human beings are born free and equal jn
dignity and rights, they endowed with reason and

GLOBAL TIUMAN SOCIETY & HUMAN RIGIHTS

EFA T VY

conscience and should act to one another in spirit of
brotherhood’

European Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms Section 1
,defines the following rights and freedoms as ‘Right to
life (Article 2),Freedom from torture or inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment (Article 3), Freedom
from slavery (Article 4) . American Convention on Human
Rights guarantees the following rights as the right to life
(Article 4) ,the right to human treatment (Article

5).freedom from slavery (Article 6) and right to personal
liberty (Article 7).

“The Tempest’is a juicy sugar-cane for the critics,
They suck the melodious juice and express various titles
to the sugar cane. Some critics say that it is last play of
Shakespeare. It is full with autobiographical elements.
The play has a theme of reconciliation and forgiveness.
Ithas colonial elements etc. It has another theme which

is very significant in the recent times that is infringes of
the human rights,

The story begins with shipwreck.
Prospero was the real Duck of Milan. He had abandoned
from his own kingdom by the treachery of his own brother
named Antonio. He had habits of reading so he spent all
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times in reading and invested the ruling r_;ghts in .hlS
brother’s hands. .He was the real ruler of M}lan. Takn.lg
the advantages of his rights he abandoned his brother in
a boat which was leak. Gonzalo the old noble man who
took pity on Prospero and his five years daughter med
Miranda by giving them, without knowing toAntomlo put
some food, drink, books and clothes. The natural rights
of Prospero and his daughter is infringes by Antonio. They
reached on the island of which belonged to Caliban.

Caliber is the native of that island. His mother
was a witch named Sycorax. Prospero captured that
whole island in his hands when he become the master in
the magic. Another character in the play is Ariel whoisa
fine spirit representing the goodness quality. He had fallen
in the hands of witch named Sycorax. He had imprisoned
by Sycorax in a cloven pine tree .Sycorax had died.

Here the natural rights of Ariel is infringes
by the witch Sycorax in the same manner by Prospero

infringes rights of Caliber -Prospero released him from

the pine tree. Then he served to Prospers o
become a slave in the hands of Prospery, -8
captured island by Prospero is expregs i

This 1sland is mine, by Sycora my

M
Which thou takest from me”
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Introduction

Human Rights are those rights which should be
available to every individual human being. Hence, human
rights not only know no boundaries but also are nop.-
discriminatory on the basis of sex. The conceptual
equality in real life is hypothetical. It may be noted at
outset that human rights are a matter of International Law
because human rights do not depend on an individual’s
nationality and therefore the protection of their rights
cannot be limited to the jurisdiction of any State. In other
words, human rights cannot be said to be a matter within

the domestic jurisdiction of any state,

Media of communication occupy a central place
in our lives today. It plays a significant role in society,
Media is link between social reality and personal
experience. It gives powerful impact on society. Today
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media performs varjoys
Communication, a4 Ent
been called the fourth

entrusted wj
ofthe people in ade
Human r : o

simply as, andagezfx?st: t?: "1ghts possessed by people.
; un_snl 51 come into existenz::‘}; o beings, The mm

nng the last century °nly. Humap, 4 common currency
]Sfandards Wwithout whic, People gh!.sare those ba's[c ..

O Violate someone’s it tlive with di gnity.
as though she or he were N0t a gy Is tO.treat that person
human rights is to demanq that th:;: 8. To advocate
people berespected. The Concept opyy - dignity of all
arisenﬁomthatofnawﬁghts()fauﬂ Rightshas

that every person by Virtue of his h u'"a!l The belief
certain natural rights s oy 3



